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B The society was founded in
1968 by Brigadier Peter
Young, a distinguished sol-
dier and respected authority
on the civil wars, after a party
was held in which guests
dressed in Cavalier costume.

The concept of forming an
army of that time was dis-
cussed and proved to be pop-
ular. Within two years, mem-
bership had soared to more
than 1,000 people and a par-
liamentarian army was also

B The Sealed Knot has taken
part in re-enactments or
‘musters’ at sites including
castles and stately homes.
The era focused upon is that
of the 17th century English

of the biggest in the world.

M Roles include military or civil-
ian pikemen, musketeers,
drummers, horsemen,
medics or artillerists. Each
member belongs to a specific:

B Members also get involved
with discussions and lec-
tures, the publication of
books and making of docu-
mentaries about the period.

M It is now believed to be the
largest re-enactment organi-
sation in the country and one

B The society is non profit-mak-
ing, but has over the years
raised money for other chari-

B The Sealed Knot's name
comes from a group which
plotted for the restoration of
the monarchy.

ruled by Oliver Cromwell.

. It is a passion for the impor-
/i tance of these events in British
history which leads so many
thousands of people to join the
Sealed Knot, dress up in 17th
century clothing and attend
events throughout the country
to educate the public about the
civil war.

Michael, who has been a mem-
ber of the Knot for just over two

years, said: “People think you
are a bit weird to begin with,

but once you explain and people

see your enthusiasm and that

there are educational aspects of

it, they understand.”
Michael, a former journalist
who now works as a press offi-

cer for Leeds Council, added: “It

is something I have always
wanted to do. I went to a re-

enactment as a child and I want-
ed to join up. Many people who

want to do Sealed Knot join

because of their friends, or they

have a family ﬁfémber involved.
We have a lot of Sealed Knot

“It is dressmg m and doing
battles in a field ‘but also there
is the beer tent in'the evening
and the parties w
have gone home.’

Having seen the’
in action, I was a bit alarmed by
the number of muske
fired (albeit that blanks were
being used) and by 4
walking around wit}
spiked poles, which
are called ‘pikes’.

But Michael reass
that being a Sealed
ber is a safe activity.
who fire muskets mus
erly licensed to use fi
and gunpowder. :

He said: “Takmg par i
enactments is very phys
the number of injuries
1y quite low. You have
walking into a field whog ight

be a bit unfit but it is not dan-
gerous.”

Anne Rhodes, aged 63, was
employed as a nurse at the time
when she joined the Sealed Knot
in 1980. Working as part of the
Knot’s Living History section,
she steps back in time to adopta
similar role, informing the pub-
lic about how medicines would

m;tatifms back then but it
was as in ‘drink this beer, get
drunk and we will chop your leg
off.”

To find out more about Sealed
Knot activities and how to
become a member of the. soc1ety,
log onto www.thesealed s
org.uk
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IT seems that, for lonely singletons looking to
find that perfect match, joining the Sealed
Knot is a very good step to take.

Although definitely a historical re-enactment
group and not a dating agency, many mem-
bers have found love while borrowing
some gunpowder, firing a musket or heal-
ing a fake bleeding wound...all in the name
of recreating the English Civil War period.

Northamptonshire woman Rusty Aldwinckle,
56, fell in love with her now husband and
fellow ‘parliamentarian’; Tom Aldwinckle,
48, soon after joining the Sealed Knot. They
met when he visited her to lend her a 17th
century costume to wear.

The pair married on November 5 two years
ago and the celebration was given a 17th
century civil war period theme. After the
ceremony — in which Tom, Rusty and
guests dressed in clothes of the period —
the newlyweds were invited to the home
of the gunpowder plot, Ashby St Ledgers,
to light their Guy Fawkes' night bonfire.

¢ Tom, a quality development manager, has

been a member for 31 years. He said: “The
wedding felt perfectly natural for us as we
had met through the group. Some of our
family and friends dressed normally.”

Rusty said: “We went from our reception to
Ashby St Ledgers, and it was a great hon-
our. There are not many people who can
say they did that for their wedding.”

The pair are now both dedicated Sealed Knot
members and, between them, they believe
they have collected together about £30,000
worth of 17th century-style equipment,
such as pewter plates. The Aldwinckles are
expecting to fill about six display tents with
objects when they attend the Knot's ‘major
muster’ at Kelmarsh this weekend.

J The couple find meetings and re-enactments

a great way to relax after a week at work.
Tom said: “It is a total break from day to
day life and, no joke, | will literally leave a
note on my desk on Friday as | have no
doubt that | won't remember what | was
planning to do by Monday. "

‘Real life' accountant Rusty commented: “It
is the biggest stress release you could
come across. You leave work behind at
5pm on Friday. No one discusses work or
anything about it until you go back on Mon-
day. You don't know what the other mem-
bers do in real life and people aren’t inter-
ested.”
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